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Synopsis

2009 Caldecott Honor BookAn ALA Notable BookA New York Times Best lllustrated Childrena ™s
BookA Charlotte Zolotow Honor BookNCTE Notable Childrend ™s Book When he wrote poems, he
felt as free as the Passaic River as it rushed to the falls. Williea ™s notebooks filled up, one after
another. Willied ™s words gave him freedom and peace, but he also knew he needed to earn a
living. So he went off to medical school and became a doctor -- one of the busiest men in town! Yet
he never stopped writing poetry. In this picture book biography of William Carlos Williams, Jen
Bryantd ™s engaging prose and Melissa Sweeta ™s stunning mixed-media illustrations celebrate

the amazing man who found a way to earn a living and to honor his calling to be a poet.
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Customer Reviews

Starred Review. Grade 34 “64a "This stunning picture-book biography combines a lyrical text with
wonderfully creative mixed-media illustrations in an impressive and personable homage to an
extraordinary and accomplished man. Bryant’s poetic writinga ""Gurgle, gurglea "swish, swish,
swoosha |. The water went slipping and sliding over the smooth rocks, then poured in a torrent over
the falls, then quieted again below"a "describes beautifully how, as a child, Williams would lie
peacefully by the Passaic River, listening to the sounds of the water; he appreciated nature and the

ordinary experiences of life. Book pages form a background for some of the illustrations and



prescription pads become the paper for the doctor’s poetic scribbling. A lovely spread shows a
display of constellations while in the foreground, the poet sits framed in the light of an attic window,
with one of his poems about a night sky laid out on a book cover. Williams’s poems, which appear in
the book in a variety of colors and fonts as part of the art, are highlighted in uniform type with
standard line breaks on the inside cover pages. A time line of his life juxtaposed with a list of world
events, a brief author’'s note about his significance as a poet, and an illustrator’s note that explains
how Sweet researched the project are appended.a "Kirsten Cutler, Sonoma County Library, CA
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Bryant follows Call Me Marianne (2006), about Marianne Moore, with another picture-book
introduction to a poet. Here, she focuses on William Carlos Williams, and she begins by suggesting
that Williamsa ™ childhood love of nature inspired the free forms and rhythms he chose for his first
adolescent poems. During his adult medical career, Williams & cescribbled a few lines . . . wherever
he could,a « composing his enduring, beloved body of work. The free-verse line breaks in

Bryanta ™s text sometimes feel arbitrary, but her simple, spare language matches her subject well.
Sweetd ™s mixed-media collages will draw varying age groups. Younger children will connect with
the childlike drawings of figures, while older kids (and even young-adult art students) will appreciate
the artfully layered paper compositions that include lines of Williamsa ™ poetry. A comprehensive
time line of Williamsa ™ life targeted toward older kids (and teachers), suggestions for further
reading, and a selection of Williamsa ™ poems close this inspiring title that, like Jan Greenberg and
Sandra Jordanéd ™s Action Jackson (2002), shows that an artistd ™s work begins with deep, quiet

observation. Grades 2-5. --Gillian Engberg

"A River of Words: The Story of William Carlos Williams" is an incredibly engaging book. | bought it
for my 10-year-old grandson, and he is impressed with it. The narrative is great, and the illustrations
are some of the best I've seen. At the end of the book, there are comments from both the author
and the illustrator that give the reader additional perspective on the man and poet that William
Carlos Williams was. Several Williams poems are included in the book. | recommend it for any child

interested in writing and/or poetry.A River of Words: The Story of William Carlos Williams

| got this as a supplement to our homeschool 4th grade English learning. | wasn’t introduced to
William Carlos Williams until my sophomore year of high school. This is a beautiful way to introduce

him to children. It is a gorgeous book and | would definitely recommend it. My son read it



independently and wrote a short report on Williams. My daughters, aged 4 and 6, listened to it as a

read-aloud.

My first sight of A River of Words came when | opened the box from and the bright, wordy picture
on the cover beckoned me cheerfully in. The next day | carried the book to my two sections of
sophomore literature at the University of Hawaii at Manoa, where we were just starting a block on
Williams. The students loved it just as much as | did, and I’'m sure the pictures helped them get into
the poems. For me, especially, it was liberating to see an icon for "The Great Figure" that wasn’t the
familiar one by Charles Demuth.But | found two errors to correct in the next printing. The illustrator’s
note runs together the title of Williams’s poem, "The Great Figure," and the title of Demuth’s
painting, "I Saw the Figure 5 in Gold." And the chronology at the back of the book gets the

beginning of World War Il wrong by nine years.

This is a beautifully written and illustrated book that requires time to appreciate each and every
page. The details in the illustrations are worth the time and, of course, the words of William Carlos
Williams never disappoints. Using this book in a poetry unit with my third grades.

great condition as described

| love this book and | will use it with my library assistants (high school students). Creative, visually

detailed about William Carlos Williams.

Great Read Aloud

| gave this to my nephew as a gift, his mother was thrilled and loved the artwork. She enjoyed the

fact that it was a book he could enjoy as he grows as well.
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